
Actualité: Nouvelles Actions COST avec participation suisse 

Le Secrétariat d’Etat à l’éducation et à la recherche a décidé le 13 janvier 2012 la 
participation de la Suisse à 20 nouvelles Actions COST, dans les domaines de la médecine, 
de la chimie, de l’environnement, de l’agriculture, des forêts et de la technologie du bois, 
de la télécommunication, des sciences sociales, des matériaux et de l’urbanisme. 
 

BM1105 GnRH deficiency: Elucidation of the neuroendocrine control of 

human reproduction 

CM1105 Functional metal complexes that bind to biomolecules 

CM1106 Chemical Approaches to Targeting Drug Resistance in Cancer Stem 

Cells 

ES1104 Arid Lands Restoration and Combat of Desertification: Setting Up a 

Drylands and Desert Restoration Hub 

ES1105 Cyanobacterial blooms and toxins in water resources: Occurrence, 

impacts and management 

ES1106 Assessment of EUROpean AGRIculture WATer use and trade under 

climate change (EURO-AGRIWAT) 

FA1104 Sustainable production of high-quality cherries for the European 

market 

FA1105 Towards a sustainable and productive EU organic greenhouse 

horticulture 

FP1103 Fraxinus dieback in Europe: elaborating guidelines and strategies 

for sustainable management (FRAXBACK) 

FP1105 Understanding wood cell wall structure, biopolymer interaction and 

composition: implications for current products and new material 

innovation 

FP1106 STReESS - Studying Tree Responses to extreme Events: a SynthesiS 

IC1104 Random Network Coding and Designs over GF(q) 

IC1106 Integrating Biometrics and Forensics for the Digital Age 

IS1102 Social services, welfare state and places. The restructuring of social 

services in europe and its impacts on social and territorial cohesion 

and governance (so.s.cohesion) 



IS1107 European Network for Conflict Research (ENCoRe) 

MP1105 Sustainable flame retardancy for textiles and related materials 

based on nanoparticles substituting conventional chemicals. 

(Acronym : FLARETEX) 

TD1105 European Network on New Sensing Technologies for Air-Pollution 

Control and Environmental Sustainability - EuNetAir 

TD1106 Urban Agriculture Europe (UAE) 

TD1107 Biochar as option for sustainable resource management 

TU1104 Smart Energy Regions 

 
La Suisse peut donc participer de plein droit à ces Actions et les chercheurs, intéressés à 
l'un ou l'autre de ces thèmes de recherche, peuvent s'adresser pour les questions 
scientifiques au contact suisse de l'Action concernée et pour les questions administratives 
au Secrétariat d’Etat à l’éducation et à la recherche.  

 
 

BM1105 GnRH deficiency: Elucidation of the neuroendocrine control of human 
reproduction 

The main objective of the Action is to identify genes and mechanisms controlling puberty 
and reproduction; to inform and validate the human research studies by corresponding 
research in animal and cellular model systems; and to translate the scientific findings into 
improved patient care, including genetic counseling for GnRH deficient patients and 
families.  
 
 
Durée de l’Action: 4 ans 
 
Contact en Suisse  
Prof. Nelly Pitteloud 
Centre Hospitalier Universitaire Vaudois - CHUV 
Service d'endocrinologie, diabétologie et métabolisme 
Rue du Bugnon 46  
CH – 1011 Lausanne 
Tél.: +41 21 314 87 96 
Fax: +41 21 314 06 30 
nelly.pitteloud@chuv.ch 
 

 
 
CM1105 Functional metal complexes that bind to biomolecules 

The main objective of the Action is to develop and evaluate in a structure-targeted 
approach new metal-based compounds that exert their function as metallo-drugs, as 
research tools, or as diagnostic tools by binding to biomolecules, and to understand their 
modes of action. 
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Durée de l’Action: 4 ans 
 
Contact en Suisse 
Prof. Dr. Roland K. O. Sigel 
Universität Zürich 
Fachbereich Chemie-Biochemie 
Institut für Anorganische Chemie 
Winterthurerstrasse 190 
CH – 8057 Zürich 
Tél.: +41 44 635 46 52 
roland.sigel@aci.uzh.ch 
 

 
 
CM1106 Chemical Approaches to Targeting Drug Resistance in Cancer Stem Cells 

The main objective of the Action is to unite researchers with expertise in rational drug 
design and medicinal chemistry of synthetic and natural compounds with biomedical 
investigators dedicated to the understanding the mechanisms governing drug resistance in 
cancer stem cells. 
 
 
Durée de l’Action: 4 ans 
 
Contact en Suisse 
Prof. Dr. Karl-Heinz Altmann 
ETH Zürich 
Departement Chemie und Angewandte Biowissenschaften 
Institut für Pharmazeutische Wissenschaften 
Wolfgang-Pauli-Strasse 10, HCI 
CH – 8093 Zürich 
Tél.: +41 44 633 73 90 
Fax: +41 44 633 13 60 
karl-heinz.altmann@pharma.ethz.ch 
 

 
 
ES1104 Arid Lands Restoration and Combat of Desertification: Setting Up a 
Drylands and Desert Restoration Hub 

The main objective of the Action is to create an Arid Lands Restoration Hub which will 
assemble a multidisciplinary network of European and world experts concentrating on arid 
lands restoration and combat of desertification through the establishment and 
management of vegetation. 
 
 
Durée de l’Action: 4 ans 
 
Contact en Suisse 
Gudrun Schwilch 
Universität Bern 
Philosophisch-naturwissenschaftliche Fakultät  
Centre for Development and Environment  
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Hallerstrasse 10 
CH – 3012 Bern 
Tél.: +41 31 631 54 59 
Fax: +41 31 631 85 44 
gudrun.schwilch@cde.unibe.ch 
 

 
 
ES1105 Cyanobacterial blooms and toxins in water resources: Occurrence, 
impacts and management 

The main objective of the Action is to to increase, disseminate and harmonize capabilities 
across Europe for the risk management of cyanobacteria and cyanotoxins in water bodies 
by establishing strong and synergistic links between academia, authorities, industry and 
citizens. 
 
 
Durée de l’Action: 4 ans 
 
Contact en Suisse 
Dr. Judith F. Blom 
Universität Zürich 
Institut für Pflanzenbiologie 
Limnologische Station 
Seestrasse 187 
CH – 8802 Kilchberg 
Tél.: +41 44 716 1236 
Fax: +41 44 716 12 25 
blom@limnol.uzh.ch 
 

 
 
ES1106 Assessment of EUROpean AGRIculture WATer use and trade under 
climate change (EURO-AGRIWAT) 

The main objective of the Action is to deliver integrated methodologies and databases for 
the European wide assessment of water use and trade associated to key food and energy 
crops at different spatial scales under current and future climatic conditions. 
 
 
Durée de l’Action: 4 ans 
 
Contact en Suisse 
Dr. Pierluigi Calanca 
Agroscope Reckenholz-Tänikon ART 
Forschung und Wissenstransfer 
Reckenholzstrasse 191 
CH – 8046 Zürich 
Tél.: +41 44 377 75 12 
Fax: +41 44 377 72 01 
pierluigi.calanca@art.admin.ch 
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FA1104 Sustainable production of high-quality cherries for the European market 

The main objective of the Action is to develop innovative strategies to safeguard European 
cherry production by the adaptation of cherry varieties and cultivation to climate change, 
the development of sustainable cultivation practices, and the promotion of high-quality 
fruits. 
 
 
Durée de l’Action: 4 ans 
 
Contact en Suisse 
Dr. Jörg Samietz 
Agroscope Changins-Wädenswil ACW 
Grundlagen für den Pflanzenschutz 
Schloss 
CH – 8820 Wädenswil 
Tél.: +41 44 783 61 93 
Fax: +41 44 783 64 34 
joerg.samietz@acw.admin.ch 
 

 
 
FA1105 Towards a sustainable and productive EU organic greenhouse 
horticulture 

The main objective of the Action is to improve and disseminate knowledge for new and 
better production strategies, methods and technologies to support sustainable and 
productive organic greenhouse/protected horticulture in the EU. 
 
 
Durée de l’Action: 4 ans 
 
Contact en Suisse 
Bettina Billmann 
Forschungsinstitut für biologischen Landbau FiBL 
Fachgruppe Anbautechnik Pflanzenbau 
Ackerstrasse 
CH – 5070 Frick 
Tél.: +41 62 865 72 99 
Fax: +41 62 865 72 73 
bettina.billmann@fibl.org 
 

 
 
FP1103 Fraxinus dieback in Europe: elaborating guidelines and strategies for 
sustainable management (FRAXBACK) 

The main objective of the Action is to generate comprehensive understanding of Fraxinus 
dieback phenomenon, and to elaborate state of the art practical guidelines for sustainable 
management of Fraxinus in Europe. 
 
 
Durée de l’Action: 4 ans 
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Contact en Suisse 
Dr. Valentin Queloz 
ETH Zürich 
Departement Umweltwissenschaften 
Institut für Integrative Biologie (IBZ) 
Universitätsstrasse 16 
CH – 8092 Zürich 
Tél.: +41 44 632 32 53 
Fax: +41 44 632 13 80 
valentin.queloz@env.ethz.ch 
 

 
 
FP1105 Understanding wood cell wall structure, biopolymer interaction and 
composition: implications for current products and new material innovation 

The main objective of the Action is to improve understanding of wood cell structure, 
biopolymer interaction and composition and factors driving these variables, to support 
wood based product and process improvement  and develop new biopolymer based 
materials. 
 
 
Durée de l’Action: 4 ans 
 
Contact en Suisse 
Prof. Dr. Ingo Burgert 
ETH Zürich 
Institut für Baustoffe (IfB) 
Schafmattstrasse 6 
CH – 8093 Zürich 
Tél.: +41 44 633 77 73 
iburgert@ethz.ch 
 

 
 
FP1106 STReESS - Studying Tree Responses to extreme Events: a SynthesiS 
The main objective of the Action is to improve the understanding of processes behind 
responses to extreme climate conditions in European trees and forests. 
 
 
Durée de l’Action: 4 ans 
 
Contact en Suisse 
Dr. Patrick Fonti 
Eidg. Forschungsanstalt WSL 
Zürcherstrasse 111 
CH – 8903 Birmensdorf 
Tél.: +41 44 739 22 85 
Fax: +41 44 739 22 15 
patrick.fonti@wsl.ch 
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IC1104 Random Network Coding and Designs over GF(q) 

The main objective of the Action is to advance European research in the field of random 
network coding and designs over GF(q) by cross-linking a number of European expert 
groups from several distinct disciplines and areas in information and communication 
technology. 
 
 
Durée de l’Action: 4 ans 
 
Contact en Suisse 
Prof. Joachim Rosenthal  
Universität Zürich  
Institut für Mathematik 
Winterthurerstrasse 190  
CH – 8057 Zürich 
Tél.: +41 44 635 58 84 
Fax: +41 44 635 57 06 
rosenthal@math.uzh.ch 
 

 
 
IC1106 Integrating Biometrics and Forensics for the Digital Age 

The main objective of the Action is the stimulation of an innovative and timely cooperation 
between two established research communities: the biometrics community and the 
forensics community. The goal is the imaginative integration of their skills and activities to 
create a new, vibrant and highly effective community capable of developing novel solutions 
in the fight against crime. 
 
 
Durée de l’Action: 4 ans 
 
Contact en Suisse 
Dr. Andrzej Drygajlo 
EPF Lausanne  
Faculté des Sciences et Techniques de l'Ingénieur  
Institut de Traitement des Signaux 
CH – 1015 Lausanne 
Tél.: +41 21 693 43 28 
Fax: +41 21 693 76 00 
andrzej.drygajlo@epfl.ch 
 

 
 
IS1102 Social services, welfare state and places. The restructuring of social 
services in europe and its impacts on social and territorial cohesion and 
governance (so.s.cohesion) 

The main objective of the Action is to compare and integrate knowledge about the features 
and effects of the recent restructuring of social services in national and regional contexts 
belonging to different welfare models, with a view to identifying best practices and 
contributing recommendations towards common European social policy guidelines. 
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Durée de l’Action: 4 ans 
 
Contact en Suisse 
Dr. Roland Hauri 
Berner Fachhochschule 
Fachbereich Soziale Arbeit 
Hallerstrasse 10 
CH – 3012 Bern 
Tél.: +41 31 848 37 36 
Fax: +41 31 848 36 01 
roland.hauri@bfh.ch 
 

 
 
IS1107 European Network for Conflict Research (ENCoRe) 

The main objective of the Action is to coordinate and accelerate the construction and 
maintenance of conflict datasets with an integrated online portal that allows researchers 
and policy makers to analyse and forecast the outbreak and course of political violence. 
 
 
Durée de l’Action: 4 ans 
 
Contact en Suisse 
Prof. Dr. Lars-Erik Cederman 
ETH Zürich 
Professur für Internationale Konfliktforschung  
Haldeneggsteig 4  
CH – 8092 Zürich 
Tél.: +41 44 632 67 59 
cederman@icr.gess.ethz.ch 
 

 
 
MP1105 Sustainable flame retardancy for textiles and related materials based 
on nanoparticles substituting conventional chemicals. (Acronym : FLARETEX) 

The main objective of the Action is to form a European multidisciplinary Knowledge 
Platform on Sustainable Flame Retardancy to facilitate the rapid development of fire safe 
textiles and related materials of low toxicity and ecotoxicity, using all the available 
technologies. 
 
 
Durée de l’Action: 4 ans 
 
Contact en Suisse 
Dr. Thomas Graule 
EMPA  
Hochleistungskeramik  
Überlandstrasse 129  
CH – 8600 Dübendorf 
Tél.: +41 44 823 41 23 
Fax: +41 44 823 41 50 
thomas.graule@empa.ch 
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TD1105 European Network on New Sensing Technologies for Air-Pollution 
Control and Environmental Sustainability - EuNetAi 

The main objective of the Action is to develop new sensing technologies for Air Quality 
Control at integrated and multidisciplinary scale by coordinated research on nanomaterials, 
sensor-systems, air-quality modelling and standardised methods for supporting 
environmental sustainability with a special focus on Small and Medium Enterprises. 
 
 
Durée de l’Action: 4 ans 
 
Contact en Suisse 
Prof. Danick Briand 
EPF Lausanne 
STI IMT-NE SAMLAB 
Laboratoire de capteurs, actuateurs et microsystèmes 
Rue Jaquet-Droz 1 
C.P. 526 
CH – 2002 Neuchâtel 2 
Tél. : +41 32 720 55 64 
danick.briand@epfl.ch 
 

 
 
TD1106 Urban Agriculture Europe (UAE) 

The main objective of the Action is to develop a common and specific European approach 
to urban agriculture among scholars and professionals in the domains of agriculture and 
urban development that will influence European, national and regional policies on urban 
agriculture. 
 
 
Durée de l’Action: 4 ans 
 
Contact en Suisse 
Dr. Joëlle Salomon Cavin 
Université de Lausanne 
Faculté des géosciences et de l'environnement 
Institut de politiques territoriales et d'environnement humain - IPTEH 
CH – 1015 Lausanne 
Tél.: +41 21 692 35 61 
Fax: +41 22 732 59 42 
joelle.salomoncavin@unil.ch 
 

 
 
TD1107 Biochar as option for sustainable resource management 

The main objective of the Action is to expand and interconnect knowledge in Biochar 
systems, to assess environmental impacts of Biochar use and thus sharpen a promising 
global change mitigation tool up to the stage where economically feasible application will 
begin. 
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Durée de l’Action: 4 ans 
 
Contact en Suisse 
Hans-Peter Schmidt 
Delinat-Institut für Ökologie und Klimafarming 
Ancienne Eglise 9 
CH – 1974 Arbaz 
Tél.: +41 27 398 51 14 
schmidt@delinat-institut.org 
 

 
 
TU1104 Smart Energy Regions 

The main objective of the Action is to investigate the drivers and barriers that may impact 
on the long term creation of low carbon regions in Europe. Work will focus on the broader 
issues associated with low carbon technologies and processes within the built environment. 
 
 
Durée de l’Action: 4 ans 
 
Contact en Suisse 
Dr. Luca Urbani 
W. Hüsler AG 
IBV - Ingenieurbüro für Verkehrsplanung 
Olgastrasse 4 
CH – 8001 Zürich 
Tél.: +41 44 252 49 31 
Fax: +41 44 252 13 20 
l.urbani@ibv-zuerich.ch 
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